This newsletter is designed to raise awareness of the work of the Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire
Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) and to bring news on our ongoing campaigns

Unintentional injuries in and around the home are a leading
preventable cause of death and emergency admissions for children.
Children are not aware of the consequences of many new situations
that they encounter. The best way to keep your little one safe is to
properly supervise them at all times.

Drowning
…is the third
highest cause
of accidental
death of
children in the
UK. The
majority of
drownings are
preventable.

…Home hazards and awareness advice Spring 2020
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Tips for Water Safety at Home

For young children, there is a real risk of drowning in the home or
garden. As they get older, the risks are associated more with children
challenging themselves around water. As children grow in confidence
they can over-estimate their abilities.
Children under 8 years old need to be supervised. They might understand instructions but are likely
to forget if they are having fun or are excited. Teach older children to choose safe places to swim,
such as public pools and beaches patrolled by lifeguards, rather than canals, gravel pits and
rivers.

Blind cords and chains can kill children
…Window blind cords
and chains can pose a
real risk for babies and
children.
5 young children have
already tragically died in
Staffordshire.

Move beds, cots
and highchairs
away from
windows

Make sure all cords and chains
are secured out of reach. Do not
tie cords together. Make sure they
are not twisted and create a loop.

Move furniture away
from window covering
cords and chains –
children love to climb.

Annually around 10
children die as a
result of falls – this
could be windows,
balconies and
stairs.

Prevention






Children have also
died from heavy
objects falling onto
them.

Fit and use stair gates at the top and bottom
Fit catches and locks to windows
Keep furniture away from windows to stop children climbing up
Never leave trip hazards on the stairs
Furniture at risk of being pulled over should be secured to the wall

A child’s skin is far more
sensitive than an adults

