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In Reception and Key Stage One (Rec/KS1), children read ‘Shared Readers’ texts.  
‘Routes to Reading’ is a second-generation Year 2 reading programme that enables children to 
continue their reading journey from Year 1 by developing reading fluency, comprehension and 
vocabulary, via a wide range of specially written, engaging texts. Intertwined amongst the Reception 
and Key Stage 1 texts are Glascote’s ‘Virtues’ and ‘Big Ideas’. As staff become familiar with each text, 
they will make a point of linking the ‘Virtues’ and ‘Big Ideas’ within Reading Lessons. 
 

In Key Stage Two (KS2), are exposed to an extract from an age-appropriate text, each week. 
Vocabulary is discussed readily and regularly, enabling children to learn words in context and 
extend meaning. Intertwined amongst the KS2 extracts, are Glascote’s ‘Virtues’ and ‘Big Ideas’.  

 

For example: 

• In Year 5, the children discuss an extract from ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. Within this extract, 
Leadership, Change and Adventure will be discussed.   

• In Year 3, an extract from Escape from Pompeii will cover Big Ideas such as Change, 
Significance and Globalisation.  

• As staff become familiar with each extract, they will make a point of linking the Big Ideas within 
Reading Lessons.  



 
 

   
 

 Year 3 – Reading Extracts Jane Considine  

Title Text Type Genre Topic Cross-Curricular Links Less dense = purple 
More dense = green 

1 The Twits by Roald Dahl Narrative Humorous Kindness PSHE  
2 The Bed and Breakfast Star by Jaqueline 

Wilson 
Narrative Gritty/Urban Differences PSHE  

3 To The Countryside by Joeseph Coelho Poetry Diminuendo Urban 'vs' Rural Geography  

4 The Fossil Hunter by Kate Winter Non-fiction Biography Fossils/Rocks ad Soils Science  
5 The Land of Blue by Laura Mucha Poetry Rhyme Empathy/Feelings PSHE  
6 The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy Shepherd Narrative Fantasy Magical Gardens NA  
7 Give and Take by Roger McGough Poetry / Save Our Planet Geography  
8 Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura Narrative Flashback Stone Age History  
9 The Whatifs by Shel Silverstein Poetry Humorous Feelings PSHE  

10 Hetty and the Battle of the Books by Anna 
James 

Narrative Campaign Read All About It! PSHE/Library  

11 The Colours of History by Clive Gifford Non-fiction Non-chronological Report Paint A Rainbow! History  
12 Matilda by Hilaire Belloc Poetry Moral Poem RIght and Wrong PSHE  
13 The Nothing to See Here Hotel by Steven Butler Narrative Humorous Monster Mayhem NA  
14 Trixie Pickle Art Avenger by Olaf Falafel Narrative Humorous Express Yourself! Art  

15 Smile by Spike Milligan Poetry Rhyming Couplet Feelings PSHE  
  

16 Birdsong by Katya Balen Narrative Nature Themed Overcoming Adversity PSHE/Music  
17 An Alien in the Jam Factory by Chrissie Sains Narrative Adventure Differences PSHE  
18 The Wild Way Home by Sophie Kirtley Narrative Adventure Stone Age History  
19 You're A Bad Man, Mr Gum by Andy Stanton Narrative Humorous Communities PSHE  

20 A Girl Called Joy by Jenny Valentine Narrative Empathetic Conservation Geography  
21 The Stone Age and Skara Brae by Ben 

Hubbard 
Non-fiction Non-chronological Report Stone Age History  

22 The Boy Who Saved a Bear by Nizrana Farook Narrative Sri Lankan Story Around the World Geography  
23 The Iron Man by Ted Hughes Narrative Science Fiction Robots/Machines Science  
24 Medio Pollito by Eric A Kimmel Narrative Spanish Fable Weather Geography  
25 Strict by Michael Rosen Poetry / School PSHE  

26 George's Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl Narrative Classic Potions and Lotions NA  
27 Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit Narrative Historical Fiction Natural Disasters Geography/History  



 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 My Skin, Your Skin by Onyinye Iwu Non-fiction Discussion Unique/Special PSHE  
29 Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx by Joe Todd-

Stanton 
Narrative Myth Egyptians History  

30 Sulwe by Lupita Nyong'o Narrative Poetic Differences PSHE  
31 Night Sky Dragons by Mal Peet Narrative Family Flying High/Kites Design and Tech  
32 Future Hero by Remi Blackwood Narrative Fantasy Adventure Draw It! Art  

33 A Sackful of Spirits by Linda Jennings Narrative Cambodian Tale Around the World PSHE  
34 The Secret of Stone Henge by Mick Manning Non-fiction Information Stone Age History  
35 Pugs of the Frozen North by Philip Reeve Narrative Humorous Animals Science/Geography  
36 Leonora Bolt Secret Investigator Narrative Information Stone Age History  



 
 

   
 

 Year 4 – Reading Extracts Jane Considine  

Title Text Type Genre Topic Cross-Curricular Links Less dense = purple 
More dense = green 

1 Alice Éclair Spy Extraordinaire by Sarah Todd Taylor Narrative Mystery We Are Detectives NA  
2 The Griffin Gate by Vashti Hardy Narrative Fantasy New Worlds NA  
3 Warning by Jenny Joseph Poetry / Young and Old PSHE  
4 A Life Electric: A Story of Nikola Tesla by Azadeh Westergaard Non-fiction Biography Electricity Science  

5 Let There Be Peace by Lemn Sissy Poetry / Peace PSHE  
6 The Gladiators from Capua by Caroline Lawrence Narrative Roman Mystery Romans History  
7 Water Cycles by DK Non-fiction Information Water Science/Geography  
8 Sea Fever by John Masefield Poetry Rhyme Nature Geography  
9 Colours by Joshua Seigal Poetry / Colour Science  

10 The Griffin Gate by Vashti Hardy Narrative Fantasy New Worlds NA  

 
11 Born to Run Narrative Adventure Animals PHSE  
12 The Wild Robot by Peter Brown Narrative Action adveture Technology ICT  
13 The Peculiar Tale of the Tentacle Boy by Richard Pickard Narrative Mystery Seaside/Blue planet Science  
14 Talking Turkeys by Benjamin Zephaniah Poetry Dub Style Christmas PSHE  
15 A Cat's Guide to the Night Sky by Stuart Atkinson Non-fiction Explanation Light/Dark Science  

16 Malamander by Thomas Taylor Narrative Fantastical Mystery Seaside/Blue planet Science  
17 Krindlekrax by Philip Ridley Narrative Absurd realism Mysterious beasts N.A  
18 Time Travelling with a Hamster by Ross Welford Narrative Adventure Family PSHE  
19 The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Q Rauf Narrative Humorous/Heart-Felt Everyday 

Heroes/Change 
PSHE  

20 Adventures of Isabel by Ogden Nash Poetry Humorous Challenges PSHE  
21 Otherland by Louie Stowell Narrative Fantasy Adventure Challenges PSHE  

22 The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh by Helen Rutter Narrative Dark Humour Kindness/Differences PSHE  
23 Boot by Shane Hegarty Narrative Adventure Robots/Inventions Science/D.T.  
24 Call Me Lion by Camilla Chester Narrative Heart-warming Kindness/Differences P.E. - Dance  
25 Things That Lurk in the Library by Joseph Coelho Poetry Verses Read All About It! PSHE/Library  
26 Seven Ghosts by Chris Priestley Narrative Spine-tingling Spooky/Boo! NA  
27 Born to Run Narrative Adventure Animals PHSE  

28 Linnaeus Non-fiction Biography Plants Science  
29 High Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson Narrative Detective Who Done It! NA  



 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 How To Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell Narrative Fantasy Adventure Vikings History  
31 My Brother Is A Superhero by David Solomons Narrative Humorous Superheroes NA  
32 The Graveyard Riddle by Lisa Thompson Narrative Mystery We Are Detectives NA  
33 Jonathan Swift's Gulliver Narrative Classic Adventure Big and Small PSHE  
34 The Visitor by Ian Serraillier Poetry Rhyme Spooky NA  

35 After The War by Tom Palmer Narrative Based on a True Story 1945 History  
36 Escape Room by Christopher Edge Narrative Thrilling Adventure Escape! NA  
37 The Wolf's Secret by Myriam Dahman Narrative Lyrical Fairytale In the Dark, Dark Woods NA  
38 Boy Under Water by Adam Baron Narrative Mystery Water, Water Everywhere! NA  
39 Bill's New Frock by Anne Fine Narrative Modern Classic Who Are You? PSHE  



 
 

   
 

 Year 5 – Reading Extracts Jane Considine  

Title Text Type Genre Topic Cross-Curricular Links Less dense = purple 
More dense = green 

1       
2 The Week at World's End by Emma Carroll Narrative Historical Fiction Britain 1962 History  
3 Tanni Grey-Thompson Rachel Ignotofsky Non-fiction Biography Go For It! /Sporting 

Heroes 
P.E. / PSHE  

4 Holes by Louis Sachar Narrative Modern Classic Goodies and Baddies History  
5 The Poison Tree by William Blake Poetry Ballad Conflict PSHE  
6 DK Guide to Space by Peter Bond Non-fiction Information To Infinity and Beyond Science  
7 Jane Goodall by Jeanette Winter Non-fiction Biography Animals Science  

 

8 The Skylarks' War by Hilary McKay Narrative Historical Fiction World War II History  
9 Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver Narrative Suspense Hunters and Gatherers History  

10 Alex Action Adrenaline Adventure Rider Stormbreaker by 
Anthony Horowitz 

Narrative Action Adventure Spys NA  

11 Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell by Katherine Rundell Narrative Adventure Be Wild! Geography  
12 Refugees by Brian Bilston Poetry Reverse Poem Journey Geography  
13 A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett Narrative Classic Riches to Rags! PSHE  
14 Diary of a Young Naturalist by Dara McAnulty Non-fiction Diary Our Natural World Science/Geography  

15 The Hairy Toe by Daniel Postgate Poetry Humorous Bodies N.A.  
16 Cogheart by Peter Bunzl Narrative Mystery Murder, Mayhem / 

Mechanics! 
NA  

17 Colour of the Sun by David Almond Narrative Semi-
Autobiographical 

Light and Dark NA  

18 Maria Merian by Joyce Sidman Non-fiction Biography Plants Art/Science  
19 The Listeners by Walter de la Mare Poetry Narrative Poem Travelling/Journeys NA  
20 Son of the Circus by E. L. Norry Narrative Historical Fiction Victorians History  

21 The Island at the End of Everything by Kiran Millwood Hargrave Narrative Magical Realism Beginnings and Endings History  
22 October, October by Katya Balen Narrative Adventure Be Wild!/Autumn Geography  
23 Who Let The Gods Out? by Maz Evans Narrative Humorous 

Adventure 
Greek Mythology History  

24 The Stone Age by Klint Janulis Non-fiction Information Stone Age History  
25 Night Mail by W. H. Auden Poetry Rhyming / Rhythmic First class History  
26 Cosmic by Frank-Cottrell Boyce Narrative Humorous 

Adventure 
Space History  



 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian Narrative Historical Fiction Blitz WW2 History  
28 Emperors of the Ice by Nicola Davies Non-fiction Information Animals Science  
29 There's a Boy in the Girl's Bathroom by Louis Sachar Narrative Humorous Acceptance PSHE  
30 The Solar System by David Almond Non-fiction Information Planets Science  
31 Friends and Traitors by Helen Peters Narrative Mystery Blitz WW2 History  

32 The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander Poetry Free Verse Lasting Legacy PSHE  
33 A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll Narrative Campaign Being Brave NA  
34 David Attenborough by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara Non-fiction Biography Our Planet Geography/Science  
35 A Pinch of Magic by Michelle Harrison Narrative Adventure Christmas NA  
36 Galileo by Peter Sís Non-fiction Biography Stars and our Universe Science  
37 The Considine Curse by Gareth P. Jones Narrative Mystery/Detective Truth! PSHE  

38 Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy Narrative Fantasy Adventure Soar! PSHE  
39 This Book Is Not Rubbish by Isabel Thomas Non-fiction Report Reuse, Recycle and 

Renew 
Geography  



 
 

   
 

 Year 6 – Reading Extracts Jane Considine  

Title Text Type Genre Topic Cross-Curricular Links Less dense = purple 
More dense = green 

1 Pig-Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman Narrative Fiction Healthy Minds and 
Bodies 

PSHE  

2 The Good Hope by Benjamin Zephaniah Poetry Repeated Refrain Hope/Optimism PSHE  
3 Skysong by Abi Elphinstone Narrative Fantasy Belonging PSHE  
4 If by Rudyard Kipling Poetry Didactic/lyric Choices PSHE  
5 Tidal Wave on the Irish Coast Non-fiction Old Newspaper Water, Water Everywhere! Geography  
6 The Fog by William Henry Davies Poetry Free Verse Weather Geography  
7 Locomotion by Alastair Steele Non-fiction Information Trains, Planes and 

Automobiles! 
Geography/History  

8 There's No Power Like Home Poetry Free Verse Noticing PSHE/History  
9 Tin by Pádraig Kenny Narrative Science Fiction Loyalty/Friendship PSHE  

10 The Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll Poetry Portmanteau What a Load of 
Nonsense! 

NA  

 

11 The Legend of Podkin One-Ear by Kieran Larwood Narrative Fantasy Good vs Evil Reading/Storytelling  
12 When The Sky Falls by Phil Earle Narrative Dilemma Blits- WW II History  
13 Lady of Shalott by Alfred Tennyson Poetry Ballad Victorians History  
14 Where The World Ends by Geraldine McCaughrean Narrative True Story Survival History/Geography  
15 13 Treasures by Michelle Harrison Narrative Magical Mystery Fairies and magic N.A.  
16 Survivors by David Long Non-fiction Information Survivor! Geography  

17 Nevermoor by Jessica Townsend Narrative Fantasy New Worlds PSHE  
18 Can You See Me by Libby Scott Narrative Autobiographical Differences PSHE  
19 No Ballet Shoes in Syria by Catherine bruton Narrative Thought-Provoking Belonging/Refugees Geography  
20 Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace by Anna 

Claybourne 
Non-fiction Biography Plants/Animals Science  

21 Phoenix by S.F. Said Narrative Science Fiction Space/The Universe Science  
22 Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell Narrative Fiction France Geography/PSHE  

23 Letters From the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll Narrative Historical Fiction Blitz/First Class History  
24 The Explorer by Katherine Rundell Narrative Fiction Under the Canopy / 

Rainforests 
Geography  

25 Once by Morris Gleitzman Narrative Historical Fiction War - 1942 History  
26 Skellig by David Almond Narrative Magical Realism Care PSHE  
27 Not My Fault by Cath Howe Narrative Fiction Choices PSHE  



 
 

   
 

 

 

 

28 Black and British by David Olusoga Non-fiction Information Here I Am! PSHE  
29 The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird Narrative Fiction Ethiopia - Race for Life P.E./Geography  
30 The Peppermint Pig by Nina Bawden Narrative Fiction 1990's - Back in Time History  
31 The Final Year by Matt Goodfellow Poetry Narrative Poem Families PSHE  
32 A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness Narrative Fantasy Acceptance PSHE  

33 Linnaeus by Liz Miles Non-fiction Biography Plants Science  
34 Nevertell by Katherine Orton Narrative Fairytale Retelling Wonder PSHE  
35 The Islamic Golden Age by Don Nardo Non-fiction Information Islam/Golden Age RE/History  
36 The Daughter by Jacqueline Wilson Narrative Short Story Medieval Times History  
37 Athena - The Story of a Goddess by Imogen Greenberg Narrative Greek Mythology Greece History  
38 Greta Thunberg by Devika Jina Non-fiction Biography Save Our Planet Geography  


